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Going to the park. 
In a large open space you feel that you need to define an boundary, a meeting place a point of reference...

The blanket helps designate the place for activities to occur, but it doesn’t limit it what activities should happen.

On the blanket you can:
EAT - SLEEP - READ - PLAY - HUG - SING - DANCE - WATCH

All of these things can stay on the blanket, but they can also spill out into the surrounding spaces.

FLAT BLANKET

BLANKET LIFTED

PRIVATE ATHLETIC PROGRAM
INSERTED UNDER BLANKET

PUBLIC COMMUNITY PROGRAM
INSERTED OVER BLANKET

FORMAL LOGIC

Mill Woods was established in the 
mid 1970s and was designed as a 
stand-alone ‘town’ concept within 
the bounds of the city of Edmonton

“DELINEATING A BOUNDARY”

CITY SCALE

PARK SCALE

COMMUNITY SCALE

Boundaries - are the real or imagined lines that marks the limit of something. Everyday we navigate across 
many physical and perceptual borders. The simple act of placing  a blanket designates an area and assigns 
an intention to a previously desolated place.

PAVILION SCALE

SPATIAL LOGIC

VIEW SOUTH - OVERLOOKING THE BLANKET PAVILION

MILL WOODS PARK

Rationale/Concept

The design suggests definition of space through an addition of a foreign surface, one that is placed on the open terrain, not unlike 
a picnic blanket on grass, to repurpose the surface as a place to be, to play, to stay, to wait, to use, to enjoy. The program elements 
are then organized above and below this connecting blanket. This singular act provides a new terrain for outdoor habitation, activ-
ity and play, and stretches across the site’s building allowance, as a roof, a floor or wall and sometimes merely as a outdoor deck. 
It becomes a place to be and to meet, a destination that serves the sport activities and provides a distinguishable destination for the 
neighbourhood.

Description of Design Solution

The various program components are divided into objects that inhabit the new undulating terrain. The change rooms are tucked 
under the corners of the blanket, each facing their respective sports fields, while the public functions of concessions, public wash-
rooms and the park offices are housed into ‘containers’ laying on top of the blanket deck area. The various sized spaces around these 
objects provide a number of outdoor rooms with a human scale. Naturally forming amphitheaters, places to play, sit and gather, the 
undulating blanket is saturated with potential for all civic activity, from intimate groups to large gatherings.

The concessions in turn are perched on the highest fold of the blanket projecting an expansive view across the entire park. The park 
supervisors office sits in a valley of the fold, while the public washrooms lay in a flat terrain for easy access by all.

There are a number of opportunities for public art on the vast deck area. In addition, the perch of the concessions building provides a 
dramatic space for sculptural art at the entry just behind the shroud of the exterior skin. In addition, many of the glass facades sur-
rounding the program lend themselves to applied mosaics and glazing graphics.
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